Manhattan High Schools’ District Parent Involvement Policy

The Manhattan High School Superintendent’s Office is committed to supporting authentic parent involvement.  We believe that parents are valuable and essential partners in the education of their children.  We recognize, acknowledge and are sensitive to the diverse family structures within our changing society.  Our goal is a comprehensive approach that recognizes the entire scope of parental participation from parenting to issues of policy and governance that will foster positive home-school-community partnerships.  The ultimate charge is to work collaboratively with our schools to facilitate the empowerment of families to maximize student achievement.

The district has identified three levels of parental involvement.  Each of the three levels of parent involvement provides an opportunity for parents to support their children in becoming successful learners.  The district will collaborate with families, schools and the community to facilitate and maximize the educational potential of every child in the Manhattan High School Superintendency. 

Levels of Parent Involvement
Level 1 -- Parents as Supporters

Parents perform basic obligations for their child’s education and social development. This should include Parent-Teacher Conferences, Assemblies, Special Functions, etc.

Level II -- Parents as Partners

Parents actively help school in social and academic areas. (School Volunteers, Parents Associations, attending Parenting Workshops, attending workshops related to supporting children in achieving all standards, Adult Education, etc.)

Level III -- Parents as Collaborators

Parents share in decision-making by participation in school committees. (School Leadership Teams, School wide Planning, Curriculum Committees, Title I Advisory Council, etc)

The Manhattan High School Superintendent’s Office believes that the school must become an institution that will support both children and families.  Significant, constructive parent participation in our schools is widely recognized to be one of the most powerful forces guiding school improvement. The positive effects of providing a structure that will encourage parent involvement at all levels should result in an increase in student achievement as well as improved student attendance and student well being.  Schools are encouraged to assign personnel to facilitate positive home-school partnerships.  All schools undertake activities to support parents at each level of involvement.  The district provides technical assistance and full support for each level.

Manhattan High Schools Superintendent’s Office

Parent Involvement Goals

Through a comprehensive Program, Manhattan High Schools Superintendent’s office will achieve the following Parent Involvement goals:

· Help parents to understand all District Initiatives and Curriculum

· Help parents to understand all District, City and State Standards

· Provide parents with information regarding the rights and responsibilities they have in the education of their children

· Provide school staff with training on parent involvement strategies

· Assist parents in organizing and strengthening Parent Associations

· Assist parents in participating in the school and district planning process

· Provide parents with opportunities and programs to enhance their personal and professional development

· Ensure on-going dialogue between Superintendent and Parents. Superintendent will be available at monthly President’s Council, Title I PAC and District SLT meetings to allow parents the opportunity to share ideas, ask questions and/or address concerns

· Provide a full time District Parent Liaison who will coordinate all parent involvement activities

· Provide communication strategies (such as district parent newsletter, parent web page) that keep parents informed about relevant school-wide and district-wide initiatives as well as allowing parents an opportunity to share best practices and provide support

· Ensure that each school is working with parents to make sure they understand the high standards all students should meet and how all students will be assessed (what kinds of tests will be used, for example, or alternative ways of measuring progress)

· Make sure that parents of students with disabilities or of limited English proficiency have the same access to information as all other parents, including getting information in a language and form they can understand, and that activities and meetings are conducted in a language they understand.

· Make sure parents understand all aspects of their children’s education 

The Manhattan High School Superintendent’s Office recognizes that Title I parents, in addition to inclusion in the previous stated goals, should be jointly involved in the planning, implementation, evaluation and continuous improvement of Title I funded programs.  In collaboration with schools and parents, the district goals for Title I parents are to:

· Convene an initial annual meeting for parents to explain Title I

· Implement a school-parent compact which outlines how schools, parents, and students will share responsibility for ensuring student achievement

· Build capacity to ensure the effective involvement of parents

· Inform parents of all Title I schools and programs within the district

· Review and evaluate Title I budgets at school and district level

· Review all programs and curriculum content funded by Title I 

· Provide parents with an outline of Title I program models 

· Review and evaluate how Title I parent involvement allocations are spent at school and district levels

· Review and evaluate Title I funded programs described in the DCEP

· Conduct an annual retreat at which Title I Parents are given an opportunity to plan, implement and review parent involvement

· Review and evaluate student performance in School-wide program schools

In order to ensure that the goals described above result in positive outcomes for students the following assessment will be conducted annually:

· Review and analysis of Title I one percent (1%) parent involvement spending

· An analysis of the number and percent of parents participating in one or more parent involvement activities at the school and district levels

· Review of parent surveys (administered annually) to ascertain barriers to parent participation, ensure that parent activities meet parent needs and highlight best practices for replication

